
CHARLES STURT UNIVERSITY | CQUNIVERSITY | FEDERATION UNIVERSITY AUSTRALIA | SOUTHERN CROSS UNIVERSITY 
UNIVERSITY OF NEW ENGLAND | UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN QUEENSLAND | UNIVERSITY OF THE SUNSHINE COAST

SUBMISSION
24 October 2025

The Regional Universities Network (RUN) welcomes the opportunity to provide feedback to 
the “Possible association to Horizon Europe” request for information consultation process. 

RUN is a national collaborative group of seven regional Australian universities: 
•	 Charles Sturt University, 
•	 CQUniversity Australia, 
•	 Federation University Australia, 
•	 Southern Cross University, 
•	 University of New England, 
•	 University of Southern Queensland, and 
•	 University of the Sunshine Coast. 

This submission reflects the positions of RUN institutions, and in doing so, also aims to 
represent the views of the communities which RUN universities serve; the one-third of 
Australians who live outside of metropolitan centres in regional, rural and remote locations. 

Overview
RUN universities conduct highly applied, world class research across a suite of research 
areas that directly align to Australia’s five proposed research, development, and innovation 
National Focus Areas. RUN’s research capabilities also find alignment with the cluster areas 
that constitute Pillar II of Horizon Europe. In particular, RUN universities lead the nation in the 
research fields of:

•	 Environmental science and management
•	 Agriculture and veterinary sciences
•	 Agriculture, land and farm management
•	 Fisheries and forestry sciences.

RUN universities conduct a rich diversity of specialised research recognised as ‘above world 
standard’ in other important research fields including:

•	 Engineering
•	 Nursing
•	 Astronomical and Space Sciences
•	 Geology
•	 Oceanography
•	 Technology
•	 Neurosciences.

There is a national interest in developing the research, development, and innovation 
capabilities, infrastructure, workforces, and international linkages hosted by regional 
Australia, and as such, the regional implications (benefits or otherwise) should be a 
consideration of the Department’s assessment of participation in Horizon Europe. 
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The benefit of global research collaboration
RUN firmly believes in expanding the opportunities for global research collaborations 
between Australia’s world class universities and the world class researchers that work within 
them. Such collaborations should not be solely limited to Horizon Europe, however. Australia 
should be proactive in seeking opportunities for truly global research collaboration that falls 
within our national interests, including for instance, within our own Asia-Pacific region. 

Regarding Horizon Europe, RUN believes that creating opportunities for Australian 
universities to collaborate with European counterparts has the potential to deliver significant 
benefits to Australian citizens, Australia’s research and development ecosystem, the 
Australian economy, and Australia’s broader standing on the world stage. For Australia’s 
smaller and regional universities, a national participation in Horizon Europe as an associate 
member offers alternative RD&I project and funding opportunities that are not encumbered 
by the same biases and concentration tendencies that have historically characterised much of 
Australia’s existing research schemes and block grant allocations. 

Conditions of association
RUN could not support an association with Horizon Europe if the requisite membership 
funding is taken from the existing research block grant (or its projected annualised increases 
over time), or from other existing research schemes in Australia. Nor should association with 
Horizon Europe be levied from Australian universities directly or indirectly, given the potential 
for the current inequities in research concentrations, research expenditure, and university 
revenues to manifest disproportionately in the benefit arising from Horizon Europe. An 
association to Horizon Europe must be realised via additional public investment, given the 
whole-of-nation potential for social and economic dividends.  

There is of course merit, and worthy consideration of examining national research programs 
and expenditure to find efficiencies or under-utilisation of existing schemes, however RUN 
would not support undermining Australia’s existing research ecosystem to realise association 
with Horizon Europe. 

Models of Association
In discussion with colleagues from New Zealand, it appears that their model of association 
would be of benefit for Australia and Australian universities, and is worthy of consideration. 

For further information please contact the RUN Secretariat on +61 408 482 736 or at  
info@run.edu.au.
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